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Getting around Spain can be an adventure —
whether you’re driving your own car, renting one,

or using public transport. 

https://www.bespainsavvy.com/


INTRODUCTION
This guide will help you understand Spanish driving laws,
licences, insurance, and alternative transport options, so you
can travel confidently and safely.

Your Be Spain Savvy team can help with:

Exchanging or obtaining a Spanish driving licence
Understanding vehicle registration and taxes
Translating or booking appointments at the DGT (traffic
office)
Explaining public transport passes and travel apps
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If you’re new to Spain, the rules vary depending
on your nationality:

🪪 EU Licence Holders
You can drive in Spain with your existing EU
licence, but it’s recommended to register it
at the DGT if you live here long-term.

🌍 Non-EU Licence Holders
You can use your original licence for the first
6 months after becoming a resident. After
that, you’ll need to:
Exchange your licence (if your country has
an agreement with Spain), or
Take the Spanish driving test (theory +
practical).

💡 BeSS Service: We can guide you through
exchanging your licence or help you book your
DGT appointment with all the required
documents ready.

1️⃣ DRIVING LEGALLY IN SPAIN

1️⃣ THE 5 ESSENTIAL DOCUMENTS YOU’LL NEED



🚘 Buying a Car
You’ll need:

NIE/TIE
Proof of address (empadronamiento)
Spanish bank account
Vehicle transfer paperwork (cambio de
titularidad)

💡 BeSS Service: We can connect you with
trusted local dealerships and ensure all
documents are correctly completed.

🌍 Importing a Car
If you bring your car from another country, you’ll
need to pay import tax, complete an ITV
inspection, and re-register the vehicle in Spain.
💡 We’ll help you book inspections, find
translators, and understand the costs involved
— step by step.

2️⃣ BUYING, REGISTERING, OR
IMPORTING A CAR

All vehicles in Spain must have at least third-
party insurance (seguro obligatorio).
 You can also add comprehensive coverage
(todo riesgo) for full protection.

🧾 Road tax (Impuesto de Circulación) is paid
annually at your local town hall.
 We can help you check if it’s up to date before
you buy a second-hand car.

3️⃣ INSURANCE & ROAD TAX
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If you prefer not to drive, Spain has an excellent public transport
network:

🚆 Trains: RENFE connects most cities — with discounts for
young people and frequent travellers.
 🚌 Buses: ALSA and Avanza offer cheap intercity routes.
 🚋 Local transport: Most towns have reliable local buses or
trams — and contactless payment is increasingly accepted.

💡 BeSS Tip: Save money with a “Tarjeta Transporte” or local
travel card — we can show you how to get one.

4️⃣ PUBLIC TRANSPORT MADE EASY

5️⃣ EVERYDAY MOBILITY

🚴‍♀️ Cycling: Many towns now have bike lanes and rental apps.
Helmets are required outside city limits.
 🛴 Electric Scooters: Popular for short trips — follow local
rules for helmet use and speed limits.
 🚗 Car Sharing: Apps like BlaBlaCar or Zity are perfect for
flexible, affordable travel.

💡 BeSS Service: We can help you download, set up, and
translate your favourite travel apps so you feel confident moving
around.



✅ Tools & Checklists:

✔ Driving in Spain Checklist:
Licence validated or exchanged ☐
Insurance active ☐
Road tax up to date ☐
ITV passed (if applicable) ☐
Car registered in your name ☐

✔ Transport Smart List:
Local transport card set up ☐
Travel apps downloaded ☐
Nearest station or bus stop saved ☐
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🧭 Be Spain Savvy Can Help
With:

🚗 Licence exchanges and
DGT appointments
 📄 Translations and
paperwork for car
registration
 🧾 Help with insurance and
road tax
 🚉 Setting up public
transport passes and apps
 🗣 Guidance on learning
practical Spanish for travel

HOW CAN WE
HELP?



Quiero cambiar mi carnet de conducir. /
I’d like to exchange my driving licence.
¿Dónde está la oficina de tráfico (DGT)? /
Where is the traffic office (DGT)?
Necesito asegurar mi coche. / I need to
insure my car.
¿Cuánto cuesta el impuesto de
circulación? / How much is the road tax?
Quiero comprar un abono transporte. / I
want to buy a transport pass.
¿A qué hora sale el autobús/tren? / What
time does the bus/train leave?
¿Dónde puedo aparcar? / Where can I
park?
Gracias, ya lo entiendo. / Thank you, I
understand now.

SPANISH
YOU’LL USE
THIS WEEK



🚀 NEXT STEPS
Once you’re moving around confidently, it’s time to start
enjoying everything Spain has to offer!

 Your next Be Spain Savvy pack — “Education &
Schooling in Spain” — helps families understand the
school system, registration process, and the best way to
support bilingual children.
And as always, the BeSS team is here to simplify,
translate, and support every part of your journey.
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Consider becoming a BESS Subscriber
to help with Spanish bureaucracy and and
questions that might pop up.

Check out our Service menu and know
that how you choose to collaborate with
us you will be one of the family.
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https://www.bespainsavvy.com/subscriptions/

